
Toc H Badges 
 
The following does not purport to be a definitive listing of Toc H badges nor does it promise to 
have full and accurate details of the badges it does show. Think of it as a starting point. In fact it 
is simply a display of the badges I have personally collected over the years and such little 
information that I have about them. I encourage people with more information or different 
badges to make contact with me and we can add to this page. Then perhaps one day, it may 
well become a definitive listing. 
 
This is the current badge of Toc H UK based on the present 
logo. Although the logo was briefly superseded in the 2000s, 
to the best of my knowledge no badges were produced using 
the TV aerial/rugby posts logo. So when this stylised globe 
and lamp returned as the logo a few years ago, this badge 
reclaimed its place as the current badge. The most recent 
modern has a distinctly gold background with black overlays 
and has a pin back. 22mm x 13mm. There do not appear to 
be any maker’s marks. 

 

 

Over the channel, Toc H Belgium has its own membership 
badge. An understated variation of the lamp and globe with a 
pin and clutch (butterfly) back. It measures 13mm in diameter 

This variation of the current UK badge has a silver 
background rather than gold and a clutch back fastening. 

 

 

This is a smaller version of the current badge measuring 
about 16mm x 9mm. It has a distinct lozenge shape as 
opposed to the current oval and has a clutch back. The 
emblem is black on a gold background 

There was a trend – largely by the Rev. Crispin White – for 
mounting Toc H badges in brooch settings as the ladies 
wanted something a little different. Thus there are a number 
of unique and original badge variations out there. This is just 
one example. The mount is 35mm wide and has a brooch 
type clasp. 

 



 

Another version of the lozenge badge, this time with 
brooch back that extends at the ends of the lozenge 
shape to give it an overall width of 20mm. Height is 9mm 
and it has a gold background. 

Prior to the current black on gold logo there was an earlier orange 
variant ((70s/80s?) I don’t know if there were any lapel badges of 
this logo but I do own a car badge. 80mm x 80mm it comes 
complete with a fixing kit to attach it to the radiator grill. It also has 
two strips pf double-sided tape should you wish to attach it 
elsewhere. It says Made In England on the back but I can’t see 
any other maker’s marks. 

 

 

We can date this one fairly accurately as it was for the 50th jubilee 
celebrations in 1965. The year is also stamped on the back as is the 
maker’s mark (H.W.Miller Ltd B’Ham). Gold and black on a white 
background with a trapezoid shape. 20mm wide at the bottom and 
15mm high. 

Now the dating gets even tougher as the simple lamp logo was in 
place for so long. This is a Services Club badge so probably dates 
to the Second World War when the Services Clubs were all over 
the world. Gold on black. 25mm diameter. Brooch back 

 

 

Here’s an unusual one which also dates from WWII. The Union 
Defence Force Institute was a South African collaboration of 
several civilian and military organisations including Toc H. This is 
a cut out style badge with two small brackets at the back to take a 
large pin. It’s 35mm x 20mm 

Ok, dates and order go to pieces now. This is an earlier (30s/40s?) 
Toc H badge. Octagonal face measuring 15mm across. The lamp, 
rim and writing are gold on black. The reverse is a kind of crescent 
shaped fastener which I believe twisted into lapel button-holes. 
Makes name and address stamped into reverse (H.W.Miller, 116 
Branston St, B’Ham 18) 

 



 

Very similar to previous but without the inner gold octagon. The fastener 
is a brooch type pin. The maker’s mark is the simpler H.W.Miller, B’Ham. 

A much smaller version of the previous and without the word Toc 
H. Mounted on a brooch type fastener which extends to the sides 
as the badge itself is just 8mm in diameter. (H.W. Miller Ltd, 
B’Ham) 

 

 

As above but with a teardrop shaped fastener for pushing through a 
lapel button-hole. 

One of the most striking badges in my collection, this is a 21st 
Birthday Festival badge from 1936. The coat of arms of Ypres is in 
red upon a silver background. The words 1915 Toc H 1936 are in 
gold on a green background. It is 17mm wide at its widest part and 
18mm tall. (H.W.Miller Ltd, Branston St B’Ham 18). It has a vertical 
brooch pin as its fixing. 

 

 

A simpler and very different form of badge from the previous ones and 
I’m dating it as earlier (20s/30s?). A cut out lamp with the words Toc H on 
the bowl attached to a brooch style backing. The overall width is 38mm 
with the lamp being just 16mm wide). No maker’s mark visible. 

Very similar to the above but with a much simpler pin fastener. 

 



This is an Australian shield badge with affixed pin fastener. It is 
stamped Schlank Adelaide on the back. Salis Schlank was a Jewish 
jeweller who emigrated from Prussia. Although Schlank died in 1892 
the firm continued for many years. The shield is 18mm wide and 
21mm high.  

 

 

Now for something a little different. A more rounded version 
of the familiar octagonal face. Just a gold lamp and rim on a 
black background but fitted with guides for a leather strap to 
be inserted so it can be worn on the wrist. 

Which brings me to the pride of my collection: a simple metal 
plaque, on a wrist strap, bearing the name of the owner; the 
original logo (So probably introduced before the lamp was 
adopted in 1922) and a date. I understand the date Is the first 
time the bearer visited Talbot House and that these were only 
issued to Foundation Members; that is members of Toc H who 
had known the original house during the Great War. Mine 
belonged to Pat Leonard, one of the most important figures in 
the early movement and was given to me by his son. It bears 
the date December 1915 – the very month TH opened. 

 

 

And just by way of comparison, here is the Centenary 
Wristband issued to us in December 2015 by Belgium Toc H 
for the celebrations at TH and in Poperinge. 

This next badge was specifically for the League of Women 
Helpers. It’s a very early one too. The October 1923 Journal 
announced that “ a small golden lamp, worn as a brooch has 
been adopted as the badge of the L.W.H.” They cost 1s 9d. 

 

 

Alongside standard membership badges, we have the badges for 
Builders. Builder members were those who wanted to contribute 
financially to the organisation but were unable to commit their time as 
regular members. This elongated octagonal badge is similar to the main 
badges but with the addition of the word Builder at the bottom. This one 
has a vertical brooch pin back. Its 16mm wide and 20mm tall. 



As above but with a crescent moon shaped lapel fastener 

 

 

Another Builder badge from a different era – I suspect earlier than the 
gold on black variants. This silver on blue octagonal badge with pin 
fitting measures 14mm in width. The back is marked H.W.Miller Ltd 
B’Ham 18 

An earlier car badge now with a silver lamp, orange flame and 
orange cross of Ypres on a blue background. Octagonal with two 
holes for fittings at the side the badge is 76mm wide. It is stamped 
with the number 313 on the back. 

 

 

Now we get to the unusual stuff. This is a gold on black buttonhole 
fixing lapel badge with the words Gainsboro Toc H Boy on the front. 
Octagonal, it measures 14mm across. Almost certainly something to 
do with the schools work at Gainsboro. The back is marked H.W.Miller, 
116 Branston St, B’Ham 

Even more unusual is this round badge (17mm in diameter) with a 
torch and Tudor rose emblem is marked Toc H  Boys Club on the 
front. It has an unusual spike at the bottom which is nothing to do 
with the crescent shaped lapel button-hole fastening on the back. 
This is stamped Fattorini and sons Bradford House on the back. 
Fattorini and sons were acquired by Fattorini in the eighties but 
they didn’t get any records so they couldn’t help me with any 
information.  

 

Toc H Harrier Club badge 30mm in diameter with a simple brooch pin 
fastening. No visible maker’s mark and I know nothing more about this 
badge. There exists a Toc H Harrier Club in Papanui New Zealand to 
this day but it only became a Harrier Club in 1982 and this badge is 
much older. I suspect this was a UK club in the 20s or 30s. 



Not a badge as such but of interest I hope. This is a Toc H 
Sports medal dated April 13th 1935 for the Relay and awarded 
to R North 

 

 

An appeal button badge I’m assuming originated in Australia as they 
seemed to issue a lot of appeal badges. This measures 20mm in 
diameter 

This is an appeal flag which is just a printed strip pf cardboard measuring 
31mm wide and 58mm tall. It has a pin hole in it so I assume these were 
pinned to the donor. 

 

 

This another Australian appeal badge but this is not in my collection. 
The photo was taken from eBay where it has been on sale for years. 

This is another I don’t own but has surfaced on auction sites. I understand it 
to be a South African War Services badge.  

 

 

 

A 21st Birthday Toc H pin that I don’t own. The style is a bit like the Schlank pin 
discussed earlier so I wonder if this is also Australian.  



And finally, a modern badge from my collection, which strictly speaking 
is not a Toc H badge at all. This is issued by Talbot House which is of 
course a separate but closely related organisation. 

 

And thus endeth my initial journey into the realms of Toc H badges. It is, I hope, merely a 
beginning and others will add to the knowledge. The fact I have a few badges from Toc H 
overseas but not that many suggests there are dozens of others out there. And what other 
symbols of membership are there? Ties and blazers badges bearing the arms of Ypres were 
amongst the first. And membership cards – oh yes – membership cards; I have a few of them; 
now where’s that scanner? 
 

 
 

 
 

 


